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The Book of Ruth

HE BOOK OF RUTH Is ReAD
in the Jewish Synagogue at the
feast of Pentecost, which is the

birthday of the Gentile church.

The book of Ruth tells the story of a
rich powerful Jewish man who takes a
Gentile bride and exalts her, the way that
Jesus, on the day of Pentecost, raised up the
Gentile church, as the Bride of Christ.

Now it came about in the days when
the judges governed, that there was a fam-
ine in the land. And a certain man of Beth-
lehem [meaning the house of bread’] in
Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab
with his wife and two sons.

And the name of the man was Elimelech
[ which means, my God is King'], and the
name of his wife Naomi; and the names
of his two sons, Mahlon and Chilion,
Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. And
they entered the land of Moab and re-
mained there.

Then Elimelech, Naomi's husband,
died; and she was left with her two sons.
They took for themselves Moabite women
as wives [the Moabites were particularly
despised by the Jews because of the maltreat-
ment of them during the Exodus period);
the name of the one was Orpah and the
name of the other Ruth. And they lived
there about ten years. Then both Mahlon
and Chilion also died; and the woman was
bereft of her two children and her hus-
band. Then she arose with her daugh-
ters-in-law that she might return from the
land of Moab, for she had heard in the
land of Moab that the Lord had visited
His people in giving them food.

So she departed from the place where
she was, and her two daughters-in-law

with her; and they went on the way to
return to the land of Judah.

And Naomi said unto her two daugh-
ters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her
mothers house. May the Lord deal kindly
with you, as you have dealt with the dead
and with me. May the Lord grant that you
may find rest, each in the house of her
husband.”

Then she kissed them, and they lifted
up their voices and wept. And they said to
her, “No, but we will surely return with
you to your people.” But Naomi said,
“Return, my daughters. Why should you
go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb,
that they may be your husbands?

“Return, my daughters! Go, for | am
too old to have a husband. If I said I have
hope, if I should even have a husband to-
night and also bear sons, would you there-
fore wait until they were grown? Would
you refrain from marrying? No, my daugh-
ters; for it is harder for me than for you,
for the hand of the Lord has gone forth
against me.”

Ruth’s loyalty

And they lifted up their voices and wept
again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth clung to her.

Then she said, “Behold, your sister-in-
law has gone back to her people and her
gods; return after your sister-in-law.”

But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave
you or turn back from following you; for
where you go, I will go, and where you
lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be
my people, and your God, my God.

“Where you will die, [ will die, and there
I will be buried. Thus may the Lord do to
me, and worse, if anything but death parts
you and me.”

When she saw that she was determined

to go with her, she said no more to her.

So they both went until they came to
Bethlehem. And it came about when they
had come to Bethlehem, that all the city
was stirred because of them, and the
women said, “It this Naomi?”

And she said unto them, “Do not call
me not Naomi; call me Mara, for the Al-
mighty has dealt very bitterly with me.

[ went out full, but the Lord has brought
me back empty. Why do you call me
Naomi, since the Lord has afflicted me?”

So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth
the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, who
returned from the land of Moab. And they
came to Bethlehem at the beginning of
barley harvest.
| This is read in the synagogue at the Feast
of Weeks. when the barley harvest in
underway in Lrael. |

Ruth gleans in the field of
Boaz

Now Naomi had a kinsman of her hus-
band, a man of great wealth, of the family
of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.
| Boaz in Hebrew means ‘in his strength.” It
Is also the name of one of the pillars in the
temple. |

And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi,
“Please let me go to the field and glean
among the ears of grain after one in whose
sight | might find favour.” And she said
to her, “Go, my daughter.”

And she departed and went and gleaned
in the field after the reapers; and she hap-
pened to come to the portion of the field
belonging to Boaz, who was of the family
of Elimelech.

Now behold, Boaz came from Beth-
lehem and said to the reapers, “May the
Lord be with you.” And they said to him,
“May the Lord bless you.”
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Then Boaz said to his servant who was
in charge of the reapers, “Whose young
woman is this?” And the servant in charge
of the reapers answered and said, “She is
the young Moabite woman who returned
with Naomi from the land of Moab. And
she said, “Please let me glean and gather
after the reapers among the sheaves.' Thus
she came and has remained from the
morning until now; she has been sitting
in the house for a little while.”

Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen care-
fully, my daughter. Do not go to glean in
another field; furthermore, do not go on
from this one, but stay here with my
maids. Let your eyes be on the field which
they reap, and go after them. Indeed, |
have commanded the servants not to touch
you. When you are thirsty, go to the wa-
ter jars and drink from what the servants
draw.”

Then she fell on her face, bowing to
the ground, and said to him, “Why have
I found favour in your sight, that you
should take notice of me, since | am a for-
eigner?”

And Boaz answered and said to her, “All
that you have done for your mother-in-
law after the death of your husband has
been fully reported to me, and how you
left your father and your mother and the
land of your birth, and came to a people
that you did not previously know.

“May the Lord reward your work, and
your wages be full from the Lord, the God
of Israel, under whose wings you have
come to seek refuge.”

Then she said, “I have found favour in
your sight, my lord, for you have com-
forted me and indeed have spoken kindly
to your maidservant, though I am not like
one of your maidservants.”

And at meal time Boaz said to her,
“Come here, that you may eat of the bread
and dip your piece of bread in the vin-
egar.” So she sat beside the reapers; and
he served her roasted grain, and she ate
and was satisfied and had some left.

When she rose to glean, Boaz com-
manded his servants, saying, “Let her
glean even among the sheaves, and do not
insult her. And also you shall purposely
pull out for her some grain from the bun-
dles and leave it that she may glean, and
do not rebuke her.”

So she gleaned in the field until evening.
Then she beat out what she had gleaned,
and it was about an ephah of barley.

And she took it up and went into the
city, and her mother-in-law saw what she
had gleaned. She also took it out and gave
Naomi what she had left after she was sat-
isfied.

Her mother-in-law then said to her;
“Where did you glean today and where
did you work? May he who took notice of
you be blessed.” So she told her mother-
in-law with whom she worked and said,
“The name of the man with whom I
worked today is Boaz.”

And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law,
"May he be blessed of the Lord who has
not withdrawn his kindness to the living
and to the dead.” Again Naomi said to
her, “The man is our relative, he is one of
our closest relatives.” | Close’ as in ‘one of
an extended family. |

Then Ruth the Moabitess said, “Fur-
thermore, he said unto me, ‘You shall stay
close to my servants until they have fin-
ished all my harvest.’ "

And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-
in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you
go out with his maids, lest others fall upon
you in another field.”

So she stayed close by the maids of Boaz
in order to glean until the end of the bar-
ley harvest and the wheat harvest. And she
lived with her mother-in-law.

Boaz will redeem Ruth

And Naomi her mother-in-law said to
her, “My daughter, shall I not seek secu-
rity for you, that it may be well with you?”

“And now is not Boaz our kinsman,
with whose maids you were? Behold, he
winnows barley at the threshing flcor to-
night. Wash yourself therefore, and anoint
yourself and put on your best clothes, and
go down to the threshing floor; but do
not make yourself known to the man un-
til he is finished eating and drinking.

“And it shall be when he lies down, that
you shall notice the place where he lies,
and you shall go and uncover his feet and
lie down; then he will tell you what you
shall do.” And she said to her, “All that
you say I will do.”

So she went down to the threshing floor
and did according to all that her mother-
in-law had commanded her.

When Boaz had eaten and drunk and
his heart was merry, he went to lie down
at the end of the heap of grain; and she
came secretly, and uncovered his feet and
lay down.

And it happened in the middle of the
night that the man was startled and bent
forward; and behold, a woman was lying
at his feet.

And he said, “Who are you?” And she
answered, “I am Ruth your maid. So
spread your covering over your maid, for
you are a close relative.”

Then he said, “May you be blessed of
the Lord, my daughter. You have shown
your last kindness to be better that the first
by not going after young men, whether
poor or rich.

And now, my daughter, do not fear. |
will do for you whatever you ask, for all
my people in the city know that you are a
woman of excellence.

“And now it is true ] am a close relative;
however, there is a relative closer than 1.
Remain this night, and when morning
comes, if he will redeem you, good; let
him redeem you. But if he does not wish
to redeem you, then I will redeem you, as
the Lord lives. Lie down until morning.”

So she lay at his feet until the morning
and rose before one could recognize an-
other; and he said, “Let it not be known
that the woman came to the threshing
floor.”

Again he said, “Give me the cloak that
is on you and hold it.” So she held it , and
he measured six measures of barley and
laid it on her. Then she went into the city.

And when she came to her mother-in-
law, she said, “How did it go, my daugh-
ter?” And she told her all that the man
had done for her.

And she said, “These six measures of
barley he gave to me, for he said, “Do not
go to your mother-in-law empty handed.”
Then she said, “Wait, my daughter, until
you know how the matter turns out; for
the man will not rest until he has settled it
today.”

The marriage of Ruth

Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat
down there, and, behold, the close rela-
tive of whom Boaz spoke was passing by,
so he said, “Turn aside, friend, sit down
here.” And he turned aside and he sat
down. And he took ten men of the elders
of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So
they sat down. Then he said to the closest
relative, “Naomi, who has come back from
the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of
land which belonged to our brother
Elimelech.
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So I thought to inform you, saying, ‘Buy
it before these who are sitting here, and
before the elders of my people. If you will
redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me
that I may know; for there is no one but
you to redeem it, and I am after you' ”
And he said, “I will redeem it.”

Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy
the field from the hand of Naomi, you
must also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the
widow of the deceased, in order to raise
up the name of the deceased on his inher-
itance.”

And the close relative said, “I cannot
redeem it for myself, lest | jeopardize my
own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself;
you may have my right of redemption, for
I cannot redeem it.”

Now this was the custom in former times
in Israel concerning the redemption and
the exchange of land to confirm any mat-
ter: a man removed his sandal and gave it
to another; and this was the matter of at-
testation in Israel. So the closest relative
said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” And he
removed his sandal.

And Boaz said to the elders and to all
the people, “You are witnesses today that
I have bought from the hand of Naomi
all that belonged to Elimelech and all that
belonged to Chilion and Mahlon.

Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the
Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be
my wife in order to raise up the name of
the deceased on his inheritance, so that
the name of the deceased may not be cut
off from his brothers or from the court of
his birthplace; you are witnesses today. *

And all the people who were in the court,
and the elders, said, “We are witnesses.
May the Lord make the woman who is
coming into your home like Rachel and
Leah, both of whom built the house of
Israel; and may you achieve wealth in
Ephrathah and become famous in Beth-
lehem. Moreover, may your house be like
the house of Perez whom Tamar bore unto
Judah, through the offspring which the
Lord shall give you by this young
woman.”

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his
wife; and he went in to her. And the Lord
enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth
to a son.

And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed
is the Lord who has not left you without a
redeemer today, and may his name become
famous in Israel.

May he also be to you a restorer of life
and a sustainer of your old age; for your
daughter-in-law who loves you and is bet-
ter to you than seven sons, has given birth
to him.”

The line of David began here

Then Naomi took the child and laid him
in her lap, and became his nurse.

And the neighbor women gave him a
name saying, “A son has been born to
Naomi!” So they named him Obed. He is
the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Now these are the generations of Perez:
to Perez was born Hezron: and to Hezron
was born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab,
and to Amminadab was born Nahshon, ,
and to Nahshon, Salmon, and to Salmon
was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, and
to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David

(Ruth 1:1-4:22).

The genealogy of Jesus does not begin
in Matthew chapter one, it begins in Ruth
chapter four.

My family is a combination of Jew and
Gentile. My wife and I have seen two false
religions in our lives: nominal Christian-
ity (which does not teach that salvation
comes from the new birth) and Rabbinic
Judaism (which rejects its own Messiah).

Why us?

The book of Ruth tells the story of an
old woman who feels that God Himself is
against her. She was forced out of her land
for some time, her husband died, her sons

- died and she was left alone. She feels be-

reft, embittered, rejected. She feels that the
hand of God is against her.

This is a picture of my wifes parents,
Jews who were in the Holocaust, their
families murdered by people who claimed
to be Christians.

Some of the Jewish writers after the
Holocaust wrote, “One and one half mil-
lion Jewish children kicked into ovens.
God must hate us.”

Many Jews have asked, “Why us? Why
the holocaust? Why the inquisition? Why
the crusades? Why always us?”

Jews know they are different from other
people, but they do not know why.

Something special...
There is nothing special about Jews.
There is nothing unique about Jews.

Jews are people who need to be saved,
the same as anyone else. There is some-
thing very special about the God of the
Jews. There is something very special about
the covenant of the Jews. There is some-
thing very special about the book of the
Jews. There is something very special about
the Messiah of the Jews! But until they see
Him, they will not understand the rest of
it.

The Jewish people today are in the char-
acter of Naomi. They feel rejected, cursed
by God.

For nearly two thousand years the Jews
were outcasts from their own land. They
have regathered because they heard things
were beginning to get better and out of
desperation they are returning to Israel.

They are coming back the same as
Naomi did. They are coming back with
the burden of rejection, of pain, of a sense
of anguish and agony of their souls.

If you talk to them about God, even
religious Jews express the feeling that God
is against the Jewish people.

Orpah

There are two Gentile women. Every
Gentile Christian and Gentile church will
come either in the character or Ruth or in
the character of Orpah.

Orpah seems to be quite polite and
pleasant. But, once her own interests are
at stake, she goes back to her people and
to her gods.

Notice that: “To her gods” (Ruth 1:15).

The post-Nicene Church, after Con-
stantine ‘christianized’ the Roman Empire,
the Church lost sight of its Jewish roots,
something that Paul warned should not
happen (Romans 11:17-18).

I say then, God has not rejected His peo-
ple, has He? May it never be! For I too am
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of
the tribe of Benjamin.

God has not rejected His peaple whom He
foreknew. Or do you not know what the
Scripture says in the passage about Elijah,
how he pleads with God against Israel?

‘Lord, they have killed Thy prophets, they
have torn down Thine altars, and I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life.”

But what is the divine response to him? ‘T
have kept for Myself seven thousand men who
have not bowed the knee to Baal.”

In the same way then, there has also come
to be at the present time a remnant accord-
ing to God's gracious choice.
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But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the
basis of works, otherwise grace is no Jonger
grace. What then? That which Lrael is seek-
Ing for;, it has not obtained, but those who
were chosen obtained it, and the rest were
hardened, just as it is written,

“God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to
see not and ears to hear not, down to this
very day” (Romans 11:1-8).

The Church lost sight of their Jewish
roots. Then what happened? Paganism
invaded Christendom — the emergence
of Roman Catholicism and Eastern Or-
thodoxy, perverting the original Christi-
anity of the New Testament, which was a
Jewish Hebraic faith.

They went back to their old gods once
they lost sight of their Jewish roots!

Ruth

But then there is Ruth. “Your pegple shall
be my people, and your God, my God " (Ruth
1:16). The New Testament speaks that
kind of language.

Kemember that you were at a time sepa-
rate from Christ, excluded from the com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world.

But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly
were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:12-13).

You have been brought near, like a close
relative — the Hebrew concept of a ‘rela-
tive' is someone who is close to you.

Romans chapter 11 speaks the language
of incorporation, not of replacement.

Gentile Christians who repent and ac-
cept Jesus replace Jews who reject Him.
But the tree stays the same.

It is not a different tree, the church is
not the ‘New Israel.’ By a sovereign act of
God's Grace, Gentile Christians are spir-
itually grafted in and become descendants
of Abraham by faith.

That is the meaning of the book of Ruth.

Levirate marriage

When brothers live together and one of
them dies and has no son, the wife of the
deceased shall not be married outside the
family to a strange man. Her husbands
brother shall go in to her and take her to
himself as wife and perform the duty of a
husbands brother to her. And it shall be that
the first born whom she bears shall assume
the name of his dead brother, that his name
may not be blotted out from Israel.

But if the man does not desire to take his
brother’s wife, then his brothers wife shall
go up to the gate of the elders and say, "My
husband s brother refuses to establish a name
for his brother in Lrael, he is not willing to
perform the duty of a husbands brother to
me.”

Then the elders of his city shall summon

him and speak to him. And if he persists
and says, ‘I do not desire to take her,” then
his brothers wife shall come to him in sight
of the elders [There had to be ten of them,
a ‘minyan’], and pull his sandal off his foot
and spit in his face; and she shall declare,
“Thus it is done to the man who does not
build up his brothers house.” And in Lrael
his name shall be called, “The house of him
whose sandal is removed (Deut. 25:5-10).

This is called ‘Levirate marriage.’

Importance of genealogy
Kings had to be descendants of David.
Priests had to be descendants of Levi.
High Priests had to be descendants of

Aaron.

The tribal inheritance allocated by
Joshua had to be preserved according to
Torah. So therefore, a legal descent had to
be perpetuated.

Otherwise, how would you know who
the high priest was going to be? How
would you know who the King was going
to be? How would you know what was
the inheritance of your family? And ulti-
mately, how would we know the Messiah?

The lineage had to be established and
perpetuated. There is a biological
bloodline, and a legal one. With Levirate
marriage, one of Jesus’ genealogies in the
New Testament gives a legal descent. The
other gives the biological, or genetic de-
scent.

Ex-vaginal ejaculation

There was only one form of birth con-
trol practiced in ancient near east — ex-
vaginal ejaculation. Today you will find
Christians teaching against birth control
for married people based on the verse that
says there was a sentence of death if you
practiced ex-vaginal ejaculation.

But the only situation where that was
forbidden was in Levirate marriage. It was
designed to prevent you from reducing
your brother’s widow to a concubine, a sex
object. The reason for having sex with your
brother’s widow was to procreate offspring
on his behalf for two reasons.

Social welfare provision

The first reason was financial provision
for his widow. The same thing as a mother
is supposed to take care of the baby when
it is little, so, when she is old, that baby is
going to be responsible for her. The first
reason for Levirate marriage was so the
brother’s widow would have provision for
her old age.

Family inheritance

The second was the inheritance. The
offspring would perpetuate the family in-
heritance. If the land went out of the fam-
ily line, due to debt, in the year of jubilee
there would be a restoration of it to the
family. The Pharisees taught that you
could legally deny giving help to your par-
ents by dedicating your goods to God —
rendering them ‘corban’ (Mark 7:11-13).

They invalidated the commandments of
God by their teachings. Jesus attacked
them for this. Your responsibility to your
parents was woven into Jewish thought.
It is perpetuated in the New Testament,
which says you will not have a long life in
this world if you do not look after your
parents in their old age (Eph. 6:2-3).

‘Right of redemption’

We read in Ruth that the widow'’s
brother would not raise up children on
behalf of his brother in order to keep his
brother's name from being cut off.

This is a typology of Jesus. The Jews
who, under the Old Covenant, died faith-
ful to God needed somebody to come af-
ter them to redeem them. When someone
procreated children on behalf of their de-
ceased brother and took his land, it was
called a ‘right of redemption.’

A Jew who died under the Old Covenant
needed someone from among his kinsmen
to come after him, someone who would
redeem him, prevent his name from be-
ing cut off from his fathers, and prevent
him from losing the inheritance of prom-
ise. It points to Jesus.

How were the Jews under the Old Cov-
enant saved? The same way we are. He-
brews tells us that the blood of animals
could never take away sin. They could only
cover the sin, if accompanied by faith and
repentance, until the Messiah came and
He would take them away. Under the Old
Covenant the Jews were dependant on
someone to come after them, to bring their
redemption. It all points to Jesus.
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Gleaning

Another form of social provision was
gleaning. We need to understand this.
Narrow pathways would separate the fields
of the different farmers or families. The
Jews were forbidden from harvesting the
corners of their fields.

Why? As form of social welfare provi-
sion, the poor, the widows, the orphans,
the socially disenfranchised, even
sojourners | foreigners travelling through the
Iand], had the right to glean.

This is what we see in the book of Ruth.
Ruth arrives with her mother-in-law who
says, “Don't call me Naomi, call me Mara;
for the Lord has dealt bitterly with me.”

When Jewish people today come back
to their own land after the holocaust and
after what happened with the Commu-
nists, they have a feeling of “God did this
to us.”

Orthodox Jews will look at Leviticus 26
and Deuteronomy 28 and admit that their
experiences reflect the curse of the law as
recorded in those passages.

What happened to them was somehow
God’s hand. Not all Jews make this ad-
mission, but the ultra-Orthodox certainly
will.

| will bless them that bless thee

Boaz, a Jewish man, said to Ruth, a
Gentile wornan, “Let your eyes be on the
field that they reap, and go after them. In-
deed, I have commanded the servants not to
touch you. When you are thirsty, go to the
water jars and drink from what the serv-
ants draw.”

Then she fell on her face; bowing to the
ground and said to him, “Why have |
found favour in your sight that you should
take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?”

And Boaz answered and said to her, ‘All
Yyou have done for your mother-in-law after
the death of your husband has been fully re-
ported to me” (Ruth 2:9-11).

I will bless them that bless thee, and |
will curse them that curse thee. Not be-
cause the Jews are special, but because the
God of the Jews and his covenant with
their fathers is special. God will honor his
covenant, and it does not depend upon
the faithfulness or unfaithfulness of man.
His covenant depends on the faithfulness
of God.

This is illustrated to us in the story of
Abraham, who is the father of all those
who believe, both Jew and Christian.

And it came about when the sun had set,
that it was very dark, and behold, there ap-
peared a smoking oven and a flaming torch
that passed between these pieces (Genesis
15:17).

That flame is the same as the pillar of
fire called the Shekinah of God, the Holy
Spirit.

God is faithful

The term for making a covenant in
Hebrew is “to cut a covenant.” The corpse
of an animal is cut in half. Both parties
making the covenant would pass through
the two halves of the carcass. When God
made His covenant with Abraham, only
the flame passed through, not Abraham.

Why? Because God knew from the be-
ginning, that his people would be unfaith-
ful in keeping the covenant, but He would
not. Praise the Lord that his covenants do
not depend on the unfaithfulness of Israel
or the church, but they depend on the
faithfulness of God Himself.

If God is finished with Israel because
they broke the covenant, give me one good
reason why God should not be finished
with the church also.

Anything that the Jews have done
wrong, | can say the same about the
church, or worse.

What has the church done? The same
thing Israel did, gone after other gods.
Look at New Age in the Church.

Israel’s mistakes

Now these things happened as examples
for us... (I Corinthians 10:6).

The mistakes of Israel were recorded so
that the church would not make the same
mistakes.

The church should learn from their er-
rors. But have we? Nol!

We have everything they had, and much
more. They only had the Old Testament,
but we have the New also.

They only looked forward to the com-
ing of the Messiah; the Church already
has the Messiah. Under the old covenant
the Holy Spirit was only for certain peo-
ple at certain times: High Priests, Kings,
and Prophets. Now the Holy Spirit is for
all who believe.

On top of that, we have their example
to learn from, but we do not learn. If God
is finished with the Jews because they
broke the covenant, how much more
should He be finished with the church.

Praise God that His faithfulness is what
determines the validity of the covenant,
not our unfaithfulness. Otherwise we
would be as finished as the Jews ever were.
But God is not finished with the Jews.

The judgement of God would have
fallen on the United States a long time ago,
except for two things.

One, salt preserves. The USA still has
more evangelical Christians and churches
than any other Western country. Three out
of four dollars spent on missions, Chris-
tian charity and evangelism comes from
North America, while three out of five full
time missionaries to poor countries come
from America.

The other reason is that America has
treated the Jews better than any other na-
tion in history. Otherwise God’s judge-
ment would have come on them long ago.

Amsterdam is the most wicked city in
the developed world. I have seen deprav-
ity in a lot of cities. In Bangkok they are
selling the kids into sexual slavery. Am-
sterdam is just as bad. If you were to walk
through Amsterdam and Holland you
would not believe the moral depravity. It
is unspeakable, an absolute disgrace.

However that country protected the Jews
during the Holocaust. I am convinced that
God's judgement would have prevailed,
but they blessed the Jews. “I will bless thermn
that bless thee, and curse them that curse
thee.”

That does not mean that God's judge-
ment is not going to come. It just means
that it has been delayed by grace.

“Why are you showing me favour?”
asked Ruth. Because you blessed my peo-
ple. God will bless those Christians,
churches and nations who bless His peo-
ple. Not for their sake, but for the sake of
His own name. And, by extension, God
will even bless unsaved people who bless
Christians.

Second class Christians

“I have commanded my servants not to
touch you,” says Boaz. Where they eat,
you eat. What they drink, you drink.
Where they go, you go. Have a free hand.
Do not just go around the periphery like
a peasant. You come and you harvest with
my servants. Eat what they eat, drink what
they drink, live where they live.

There is no such thing as a second-rate
Christian. This has nothing to do with
being either Jew or Gentile.
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A Gentile believer is just as good in the
sight of God as a Jewish believer. There is
no difference between them in His
economy. | have a high regard for Mes-
sianic Fellowships and have been involved
planting many of them. But there is an
extreme axis to the Messianic movement
which is out to rebuild the wall of parti-
tion that Jesus died to break down.

If you go to their meetings, they will
very often make Gentiles feel like second
rate believers; almost like the Seventh Day
Adventist trying to live under two cov-
enants at the same time.

[ am not talking about people voluntar-
ily choosing to observe the laws relating
to Kashrut [the total set of laws which,
together, determine which foods are
“clean” or “unclean”] and Shabbat [the
Jewish sabbath], but those who put it on
people as a legalistic requirement for
acceptanc; a process of making Gentiles
feel second rate.

God is our Father

Then she said, ‘I have found favour in
your sight, my lord, for you have comforted
me and indeed have spoken kindly to your
maidservant, though I am not like one of
your maid servants” (Ruth 2:13).

You may not be like them culturally, but
you are like them spiritually if you have
joined yourself to the God of Israel

Let not the foreigner who has joined him-
self to the Lord say, “The Lord will separate
me from His people” (Isaiah 56:3).

For Thou art our Father, though Abra-
ham does not know us, and Israel does not
recognise us. Thou, O Lord, art our Father,
our Redeemer from of old is Thy name
(Isaiah 63:16).

He is your father as much as he is Fa-
ther to any Jewish person. He is my fa-
ther, He is your father, He is the father of
all who believe.

Be careful of the extreme axis of the
Messianic movement — the whole move-
ment is not extreme, but there are some
extreme, false elements to it.

Do not trouble the Gentiles

Therefore it is my judgment that we do
not trouble those who are turning to God
from among the Gentiles, but that we write
to them that they abstain from things con-
taminated by idols and from fornication and
from that which is strangled and from blood
(Acts 15:19-20).

The first Church Council at Jerusalem
decided that the only things the Gentiles
were required to do were those four things.

The extreme axis of the Messianic move-
ment is pushing Yiddishkeit, Diasporic
Ashkenazi Jewish culture. It is not teach-
ing Midrash to interpret Scripture from a
Jewish prospective.

If you go to their conferences 90 % of
what they are talking about is just, “Look
at how Jewish we arel”

They are lifting up Jewishness, instead
of Jesus. Why? The Jewish ones are inse-
cure about being Jewish. The Gentile ones
are insecure about not being Jewish. The
whole conference is based on insecurity
instead of on Jesus. It is absurd.

How to get the Man

Ruth brought back her gleanings and
Naomi asked her who it was who had been
so kind. Naomi is very keen to obtain se-
curity for her daughter-in-law and she
begins to tell Ruth how to get the man.

In Jewish culture, there is a phenom-
enon {more like an institution) called “the
Yiddisha Mama.” They like their daugh-
ters to marry well.

So here we have a Jewish woman telling
the Gentile woman how to get the rich,
powerful, Jewish husband.

The Jewish believers tell the Gentile be-
lievers how to get Yeshua the Messiah.

Who wrote the New Testament? Jews,
every writer of the New Testament was a
Jew, except for Luke, who was a proselyte
to Judaism.

Why do Gentiles believe that Jesus is
the Messiah?

Because Jews wrote the New Testament
and told them. The Jews told the Gentiles
how to get the Man.

Then things get technical.

Wash yourself [get baptized] therefore,
anoint yourself [receive the Holy Spirit] and
put on your best clothes [Isaiah called them
“the garments of salvation,” Jesus called
them “a wedding garment”} and go to him

(Ruth 3:3).

A woman of excellence

And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will
do for you whatever you ask, for all my peo-
ple in the city know that you are a woman
of excellence (Ruth 3:11).

In Jewish evangelism, the most impor-
tant thing is this: they must see a woman
of excellence.

The damage has been done by false
Christians. That damage must be undone
by true Christians — a woman of excel-
lence, a spotless bride.

Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if some-
how I might move to jealousy my fellow coun-
trymen and save some of them (Romans
11:13).

Provoke them to jealousy. It is going to
take one spotless bride to provoke the Jews
to jealousy. When will the church be ready
for Jesus to come back? When she is a spot-
less bride.

What is the acid test of her spotlessness?
It is going to take one spotless bride to
provoke the Jews to jealousy.

Anti-semitism

If you were to ask my mother-in-law
what is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, she
would tell you that it is Jewish children
being kicked into an oven in the name of
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

It is going to take one spotless bride to
provoke her. She ran up the street as a
kid, with the Gestapo following her, after
they machine-gunned her father. And
Christians were showing the Gestapo
where the Jews lived.

I wish I could say it was only the Ro-
man Catholic and Eastern Orthodox
churches that did that. But what about
the statement by Martin Luther? “Every
Jew should be hoarded into a corral and
be forced to confess Christ at the point of
a knife. For we, the German people, are
to blame if we did not murder the Jews to
prove we are Christians.” That was Mar-
tin Luther, the founder of Protestantism.

Today we have the same thing in the
person of Rick Godwin. “The Jews get
nothing. The Jews have no right to be in
that land. Israel is just a waste of money.”

Anti-semitism is promoted today in the
United States at Rhema by a man called
Ray McCauley, who teaches Christians to
hate Israel, and oppose God's purposes for
the Jews. Anyone who says they love Is-
rael and the Jews, but who has anything
to do with Rhema, has got to have their
head examined.

Idolatry

A woman of excellence. Jews have to see
the difference between a true Christian and
a nominal one, between a Bible based
church and another one.
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The Hebrew word to ‘bow down’ and
‘to worship' is the same word. When you
see a Roman Catholic bowing down be-
fore a statue and praying, that is idolatry
in the Hebrew language.

That is why the Roman Catholic church
took the second commandment out of
their catechism for so many centuries.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, or
any likeness of what s in heaven above or
on the earth beneath or in the water under
the earth. You shall not worship them or serve
them (Deuteronomy 5:).

I lived on Mt. Carmel in Galilee. At
Mount Carmel they have apparitions of
Mary, the same as in Fatima and many
other places — demonic apparitions.

The people there carry a statue of Mary
from her summer home to her winter
home. Why? Mary does not like the cold
weather!

Twice a year they carry the statue down
the mountain and put it in the church in
the middle of Haifa. They bow to it, pray
to it, burn incense to it, and sing to it.

I had a friend who was a Charismatic
Catholic monk. He would come to our
meetings, waving his hands, and be one
of us, Hallelujah!

Then, when they carried the statue
down, he would be there with the rest of
the idolaters, singing, burning incense,
bowing down and worshiping the statue!

When the Jews and Moslems saw this
idolatry, they thought that was Christian-
ity. The born again Christians had to ex-
plain to them that it was not.

A woman of excellence

Which countries protected the Jews in
the Holocaust?

The ones with high evangelical Protes-
tant populations: Denmark, Holland.

Which ones betrayed the Jews?

The Roman Catholic and Eastern Or-
thodox countries, Latvia, France, Ger-
many, Poland, Romania.

If you go to Israel today, you will see
the young volunteers working on the
kibbutzes. Some are from Canada, Japan,
Argentina, Holland.

“What country are you from?”

“Oh, Holland,” they will say.

“Maybe you would want to come for
tea tonight? We know it was Christians in
Holland who saved my Grandmother dur-
ing the Holocaust. *

“Where are you from?”

“Denmark,” they would say, and the
people would tell how the Nazis occupied
Denmark and ordered all the Jews to wear
yellow stars The Danish King, who was a
Christian, came out wearing a yellow star
and said Jesus Christ was a Jew. Anyone
who believed in him had to identify with
the Jews. Everyone in Denmark had to put
on a yellow star.

A woman of excellence. The Jews teach
about it in the high schools in Israel.

If you love the Jews, get out of false
churches. Get out of anti-Semitic
churches. Get out of Jew-hating churches.
Get out of idolatrous churches.

Get out of Roman Catholic, Eastern Or-
thodox, and so-called evangelical Jew-hat-
ing churches.

Not going after young men

Then he said, “May you be blessed of the
Lord, my daughter. You have shown your
last kindness to be better than the first by
not going after young men, whether poor or
rich (Ruth 3:10).

What does it say about Jesus, in the
fourth Servant Song of Isaiah?

He has no stately form or majesty that we
should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him.

He was despised and forsaken of men, a
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and one from whom men hide their face,
He was despised and we did not esteem him

(Isaiah 53:2-3).

The key to their redemption

And now it is true I am a close relative;
however, there is a relative closer than I
(Ruth 3:12).

I am next in line, but he is first in line.
He has the right of redemption from
Elimelech — to buy the land, to get the
inheritance, to take you, to procreate chil-
dren for his deceased brother.

At first this man — whoever he is, he is
not named for some reason, only being
referred to in Scripture as He whose sandal
was removed — says, “Yes, give me the
inheritance. I want it.”

But when Boaz tells him that he also
has to take the Gentile woman (Ruth 4:5),
he changes his mind. ‘7 cannot redeem it
for myself, lest I jeopardize my own inherit-
ance” (Ruth 4:6).

I want the inheritance. | want the prom-
ise of my fathers. I want the right of re-
demption. [ want the blessing.

But I do not want anything to do with
that shiksa (derogatory Yiddish slang, meaning
‘a Gentile woman') . Yet it was that shiksa who
was the key to him getting his promise,
his blessing, his redemption.

He whose sandal was removed is not
named. Those Jews who will not come to
the body of Christ to receive their inherit-
ance will not be named. Their names will
be blotted out. Only those who come to
the body of Christ will receive their re-
demption. That Gentile woman is the key.

Take the grain to my people

Boaz gave Ruth six measures of barley
(Ruth 3:15). And she said, “These six meas-
ures of barley he gave to me, for he said, Do
not go to your mother-in-law empty-
handed”” (Ruth 3:17).

What did Jesus tell the Gentile church?
“Take the grain, and give it to my people
Israel.”

Be very careful of organizations that
want to bless the Jews without giving them
the Gospel.

In the same way that God used the Jews
to give the Gospel to the Gentiles in the
first century, God is using the Gentiles to
give the Gospel to the Jews in the last cen-
tury.

For if their rejection be the reconciliation
of the world, what will their restoration be
but life from the dead? (Romans 11:15).

Make no mistake about it, God is go-
ing to bless the Church through Jewish
people again before Jesus returns.

The first Christians were Jews; the last
Christians are going to be Jews. Give them
the grain. The challenge is to bring the
Good News back home again.

This particular man refused the right of
redemption, so they went through the
ritual prescribed in Deuteronomy 25.

Then the marriage took place and, even-
tually, a baby boy was born.

Who built the house of Israel

At the wedding they said to Boaz, ‘May
the Lord make the woman who is coming
into your home like Rachel and Leah, both
of whom built the house of Israel” (Ruth
4:11).

The typology here comes from Genesis.
Jacob came for a bride from his own peo-
ple. He desired Rachel, but he did not get
Rachel at first, but Leah.

After he learned to love Leah as much
as he did Rachel, he got Rachel as well.
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In the beginning Leah had all the ba-
bies, her womb was most fruitful. But then
Rachel conceives.

Israel shall be a fruitful vine. Jesus came
for Israel. He wanted to marry Israel, but
He did not get Israel. He ends up with
the bride He did not desire at first, the
Gentile church.

After He learns to love the Gentile
church, then He gets Israel.

In the beginning, the church has all the
babies. But in the end, Israel becomes a
fruitful vine. “Both of whom built the
House of Israel.”

Don't let Rick Godwin or any of these
other lying heretics tell you different. Both
of whom built the House of Israel.

The church is Jew and Gentile, vne
bride.

A redeemer in Israel

Then the women said to Naomi,
“Blessed is the Lord who has not left you
without a redeemer today, and may his
name become famous in Israel.

May he also be to you a restorer of life and
and a sustainer of your old age, for your
daughter-in-law, who loves you and is bet-
ter to you than seven sons, has given birth to
him” (Ruth 4:14-15).

The baby who was born from this un-
ion between Boaz and Ruth was called the
redeemer from Bethlehem.

“May His name become famous in Is-
rael.” Who came from Bethlehem? Who
is a Redeemer? Who is famous?

The lineage of David stems from a un-
ion between Jew and Gentile because the
salvation that would come from it would
be for both Jew and Gentile.

Better than seven sons

May He also be to you a restorer of life
and a sustainer of your old age; for your
daughter-in-law. .. is better to you than seven

sons (Ruth 4:15).

The Gentile woman who gave birth to
this baby called Redeemer is better to her
than seven sons.

There are Gentile Christians who treat
the Jews better than their own kind. More
than that, this baby who is called “the
Redeemer from Bethlehem” becomes a
restorer of life to the Jewish woman.

A restorer of life

Then Naomi took the child and laid him
in her lap, and became his nurse. And the
neighbor women gave him a name, saying,
‘A son has born to Naomi”(Ruth 4:16-17).

He is a Jewish baby. And so begins the
line of David from whom Jesus would
come.

A woman of exceilence can take a Jew-
ish baby, born in Bethlehem, called the
Redeemer, a restorer of life to the Jewish
people, and present Him to this Jewish
woman, who was bereft, who was griev-
ing, who was scorned, who was embittered,
who felt that God Himself had set His
hand against her.

But when the Jewish woman receives the
child, she says, “This is really mybaby here.
He is really my Messiah. This baby is the
restorer of my life.”

Then ali of her grief, all her anguish, all
her pain, all her bereavement and rejec-
tion is taken away by that baby.

The Bride of Christ

All of these brides, these good women
in the Bible, teach about the Bride of
Christ from different aspects.

Ruth teaches us about the Bride of
Christ as the one who would give the Re-
deemer back to the Jewish people.

That Bride is you.

And [ say to you, everyone who confesses
Me before men, the Son of Man shall confess
him also before the angels of God” (Luke
12:8).
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